
 

Oasis for Youth opens the door to housing, employment, education, and wellness
for suburban youth who are homeless or at risk of homelessness.

Oasis Welcomes New Board Members
Oasis recently welcomed five new members to its Board of Directors. 
They all share an appreciation for the work that Oasis is doing and a 
commitment to lend their skills and experience to help Oasis grow. The 
new members are:

Kris Braaten, CPA
Assistant Controller
Boulay PLLP
 
Susan Cogger-Williams
Director Marketing and Communications
PFund Foundation (Retired) 
 
Amanda Finley Hohag
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist
 
Alfonso Mayfield
Director of the Center for Fathering
Urban Ventures Leadership Foundation
 
Heidi Walsh
Director of Finance and Human Capital
Women's Foundation of Minnesota

About our Youth
Youth who come to Oasis need a wide 
variety of assistance. For instance, our 
case management team is working with a 
young mom, Rachel, who has a three-
year old daughter.  

 
Rachel has a voucher for rental assistance, but the agency that provided 
it doesn't have the capacity to assist her with apartment searching. If she 
can't find an apartment within a certain time period, she could lose her 
voucher. Oasis stepped in to assist Rachel with searching for an 
apartment, helped her pay her phone bill so landlords could contact her, 
and provided transportation to look at apartments.  

 
She also needed assistance with her daughter and a space where she 
could use a phone in a private area, and the Oasis drop-in center was 
there for her. As she dealt with the stress of finding an apartment with no 
rental history or established credit, Rachel had to use local shelter 
systems. Oasis offered Rachel an emergency hotel voucher and 
assistance in connecting to the Hennepin County Shelter team.  

 
In addition to providing Rachel and her daughter with life 
necessities, Oasis also gave them  the opportunity to have a little 
fun. They received a lovely Easter basket for Rachel's daughter 
and the kind folks at Oak Grove Church extended an invitation to 
Rachel (as well as other young mothers and youth at Oasis) to 
join them for an Easter Sunday brunch and egg hunt. Even though 
Rachel was unable to attend the Easter activities, she knew there 
were people who support her, care for her, and want her and her 
daughter to have access to things that make family memories. 

The Homestretch
You won't want to miss this excellent 
documentary airing soon on public 
television.The film follows three young 
people experiencing homelessness 
over the course of a year. Their 
backgrounds and experiences are 
very similar to those we hear about 
each week at Oasis.

PBS website for The Homestretch

The Homestretch will air on TPT 2 on 
Sunday, April 19 at 10:30 pm and 
again on Monday, April 20 at 4:30 am. 
Be sure to set your recorder -- you 
won't want to miss this!

Events Calendar
Join Nicole Mills and Oasis at these 

important Community Events:

April 22
Southwest Hennepin Youth 

Resource Forum
11:00 am - 12:30 pm

Southdale Library
7001 York Ave. S., Edina 

This forum is intended for people who 
work with youth: community members, 
churches, school personnel, libraries, 
health workers and agencies. CEU 

credits will be awarded to attendees. 
 

RSVP to Christine Hart by April 20
via email at chart@capsh.org
or by phone at 952-697-1364

May 2
Community Forum on Youth 

Homelessness
8:30 am - 12:00 pm 

Normandale Hylands United Methodist 
Church, 9920 Normandale Blvd, 

Bloomington.
 

Contact: Kaye Aho 952-941-3235
Registration at: Eventbrite

 
May 8-9

Box City Vigil
6:00 pm - 7:00 am

Oak Grove Presbyterian Church
parking lot

Organized by Bloomington United for 
Youth for ages 15-18 and benefitting 

Oasis for Youth
For more information: BUY website
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